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Active
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and
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Obligated
Projects

Definition
"Active Transportation" is a means of getting
around that is powered by human energy,
primarily walking and biking. The term
"active transportation" is used to express the
key connection between healthy, active living
and transportation choices. (Definition
adapted from Rails to Trailswww.railstotrails.org.)
MPO Committee designated to review the
regional Active Transportation Plan
implementation.
NARTPC adopted the region's first Active
Transportation Plan in November 2017. The
purpose of the regional active transportation
plan is to create a regional vision and strategy
for developing the bicycle and pedestrian
network throughout the MPO area.
AASHTO is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
association representing highway and
transportation departments in the 50 states,
the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. It
represents all five transportation modes: air,
highways, public transportation, rail, and
water. Its primary goal is to foster the
development, operation, and maintenance of
an integrated national transportation system.
The American Community Survey (ACS) is an
ongoing survey that provides vital
information on a yearly basis about our
nation and its people.
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
prohibits discrimination against people with
disabilities in employment, transportation,
public accommodation, communications, and
governmental activities.
The Annual List of Obligated Projects (ALOP)
is intended to be a companion to the
Transportation Improvement Program. This
document presents a list of projects in the
Jonesboro Transportation Study Area for
which federal funds were obligated during the
previous fiscal year.
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Arkansas
Department of
Transportation

Arkansas State
University

Bureau of
Economic
Analysis
Bureau of
Labor Statistics

Bureau of
Transportation
Statistics

Act 192 of 1977 created the Arkansas State
Highway and Transportation Department
(Department), adding responsibilities for
coordinating public and private
transportation activities and implementing a
safe and efficient intermodal transportation
system. In August 2017, Act 707 of 2017
changed the agency’s name from Arkansas
State Highway and Transportation
Department to the Arkansas Department of
Transportation.
Arkansas State University is a 4 year
institution located in the heart of Northeast
Arkansas, Jonesboro. Arkansas State
educates leaders, enhances intellectual
growth, and enriches lives.
Federal agency within the Department of
Commerce that provides economic data and
projections
Federal agency within the Department of
Labor that tracks federal employment data
The Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS)
was established as a statistical agency in
1992. The Intermodal Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of 1991 created BTS to
administer data collection, analysis, and
reporting and to ensure the most costeffective use of transportation-monitoring
resources.

BNSF Railway is one of North America’s
leading freight transportation companies,
Burlington
with a rail network of 32,500 route miles in
Northern Santa 28 states and three Canadian provinces.
Fe Railway
BNSF is one of the top transporters of the
products and materials that help feed, clothe,
supply and power communities throughout
America and the world.
Bus and Bus
Facilities <
200,000; Bus
and Bus
Facilities Rural
Areas

Provides funding through a competitive
allocation process to States and transit
agencies to replace, rehabilitate, and
purchase buses and related equipment and to
construct bus-related facilities.
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Capital
Assistance for
Transit for
Elderly and
Disabled

Capital and
Operating
Assistance for
Transit in Rural
Areas

This program (49 U.S.C. 5310) provides
formula funding to States for the purpose of
assisting private nonprofit groups in meeting
the transportation needs of the elderly and
persons with disabilities when the
transportation service provided is
unavailable, insufficient, or inappropriate to
meeting these needs.
The Formula Grants for Rural Areas program
provides capital, planning, and operating
assistance to states to support public
transportation in rural areas with populations
of less than 50,000, where many residents
often rely on public transit to reach their
destinations.

Capital and
Operating
Assistance for
Transit in
Urbanized
Areas

The Urbanized Area Formula Funding
program (49 U.S.C. 5307) makes Federal
resources available to urbanized areas and to
Governors for transit capital and operating
assistance in urbanized areas and for
transportation related planning.

Census
Transportation
Planning
Products

The CTPP is a set of special tabulations
designed by and for transportation planners
using large sample surveys conducted by the
Census Bureau.

Citizen
Advisory
Committee

Clean Air Act as
amended in
1990

At the July 2014 meeting of the MPO
Transportation Policy Committee, the
creation of a Citizen Advisory Committee
(CAC) was approved. While originally
commissioned solely for the MTP update, the
CAC is now an ongoing committee that meets
monthly to help garner public feedback and
involvement in the planning process for the
MPO.
The original Clean Air Act was passed in
1963, but the national air pollution control
program is actually based on the 1970
revision of the law. The Clean Air Act as
amended in 1990 made major changes and
contains the most far reaching revisions of
the 1970 law.
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Code of Federal
Regulations

Community
Values Survey

Complete
Streets

Congestion
Management
Process

Congestion
Mitigation and
Air Quality
Improvement
Program

The codification of the rules published in the
Federal Register by the executive
departments and agencies of the Federal
Government. These are the administrative
rules and regulations that clarify the impact
of the United States Code (USC) or the law.
In May of 2014 a contract was signed with
ETC Institute of Olathe Kansas to develop a
Community Values Survey (CVS) for the
MPO. This document was sent to randomly
selected residents of the study area in order
to garner feedback from citizens regarding
the transportation network, services,
infrastructure, and other facilities.
Complete streets are designed and operated
to enable safe access for all users, including
pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit
riders of all ages and abilities. (Definition
taken from Smart Growth Americahttps://smartgrowthamerica.org).
A systematic approach required in
transportation management areas (TMAs)
that provides for effective management and
operation. Provides information on
transportation system performance and finds
alternative ways to alleviate congestion and
enhance the mobility of people and goods, to
levels that meet state and local needs.
The CMAQ program funds transportation
projects and programs in air quality nonattainment and maintenance areas that
reduce traffic congestion and transportation
related emissions (ozone, carbon monoxide,
particulate matter, etc.)

Obligated FHWA and FTA funding that is
Consolidated
“consolidated” to support cooperative,
Planning
continuous, and comprehensive planning for
Program (MPO)
making transportation investment decisions
in metropolitan areas and statewide.
Continuing,
Cooperative,
and
Comprehensive

A Comprehensive, Cooperative, and
Continuing (3-C) process is required for
initiatives to be eligible for Federal
transportation funding.
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Core Based
Statistical
Areas

Department of
Housing and
Urban
Development

Department of
Transportation

East Arkansas
Planning and
Development
District
Environmental
Impact
Statement

Environmental
Protection
Agency

Federal
Aviation
Administration

Consist of the county or counties or
equivalent entities associated with at least
one core (urbanized area or urban cluster) of
at least 10,000 population, plus adjacent
counties having a high degree of social and
economic integration with the core as
measured through commuting ties with the
counties associated with the core.
HUD's mission is to increase
homeownership, support community
development and increase access to
affordable housing free from discrimination.
HUD’s Community Development Block Grant
Program (CDBG) is a program with many
resources that are used to help address a wide
array of community development needs,
including sidewalks and other transportation
infrastructure.
When used alone, indicates the U.S.
Department of Transportation. In
conjunction with a place name, indicates
state, city, or county transportation agency.
EAPDD is a non-profit regional planning and
development agency serving a 12-county area
of eastern Arkansas.
Report developed as part of the National
Environmental Policy Act requirements,
which details any adverse economic, social,
and environmental effects of a proposed
transportation project for which Federal
funding is being sought.
The federal regulatory agency responsible for
administering and enforcing federal
environmental laws, including the Clean Air
Act, the Clean Water Act, the Endangered
Species Act, and others.
FAA provides a safe, secure, and efficient
global aerospace system that contributes to
national security and the promotion of US
aerospace safety.
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Federal
Highway
Administration

Federal Transit
Administration

Fiscal
Year/Federal
Fiscal Year

Fixing
America's
Surface
Transportation
Act

Geographic
Information
System
HighOccupancy
Vehicle
Highway Safety
Improvement
Program

Inspection and
Maintenance

A branch of the U.S. Department of
Transportation that administers the federalaid highway program, providing financial
assistance to states to construct and improve
highways, urban and rural roads, and
bridges.
A branch of the U.S. Department of
Transportation that administers federal
funding to transportation authorities, local
governments, and states to support a variety
of locally planned, constructed, and operated
public transportation systems throughout the
U.S., including buses, subways, light rail,
commuter rail, streetcars, monorail,
passenger ferry boats, inclined railways, and
people movers.
The MPO's Fiscal Year is from July 1-June
30. The Federal Fiscal Year is from Oct 1Sept 30.
The Fixing America’s Surface Transportation
(FAST) Act is five-year legislation that was
enacted into law on December 4, 2015. The
main focus of the legislation is to improve the
Nation’s surface transportation
infrastructure, including our roads, bridges,
transit systems, and rail transportation
network.
Computerized data management system
designed to capture, store, retrieve, analyze,
and display geographically referenced
information.
Vehicles carrying two or more people

The goal of the program is to achieve a
significant reduction in traffic fatalities and
serious injuries on all public roads, including
non-State-owned public roads and roads on
tribal lands.
An emissions testing and inspection program
implemented by States in nonattainment
areas to ensure that the catalytic or other
emissions control devices on in-use vehicles
are properly maintained.
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Intermodal
Surface
Transportation
Efficiency Act
of 1991

Legislative initiative by the U.S. Congress that
restructured and authorized federal funding
for transportation programs; provided for an
increased role for regional planning
commissions/MPOs in funding decisions;
and required comprehensive regional and
statewide long term transportation plans.

Interstate
Highway
System

The specially designated system of highways,
begun in 1956, which connects the principal
metropolitan areas, cities, and industrial
centers of the United States.

Intelligent
Transportation
Systems

Electronics, photonics, communications, or
information processing used singly or in
combination to improve the efficiency or
safety of a surface transportation system.

Jonesboro Area
Transportation
Study

Jonesboro
Economical
Transportation
System

Level of Service

The Governor of the state of Arkansas
designated the Jonesboro Area
Transportation Study (JATS) Policy
Committee to be the MPO for the Jonesboro
Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA). On April
16, 2003, AHTD, Bay, Bono, Brookland,
Jonesboro and some unincorporated portions
of Craighead County, signed an Agreement of
Understanding to participate in a
comprehensive, cooperative, and continuing
(3-C) transportation planning process.
The city of Jonesboro is served by Jonesboro
Economical Transportation System (JET),
which has been in operation since 2006. JET
provides fixed-route and demand-response
services to residents and visitors of the city of
Jonesboro, including students, the elderly
and the disabled.
Level of Service (LOS) is a term that describes
the operating conditions a driver, transit
users, bicyclist, or pedestrian will experience
while traveling on a particular street, highway
or transit vehicle. LOS is used in
transportation planning as a data friendly
tool to help aid in the decision making
process regarding road capacity. LOS data
allows planners to make more informed
decisions regarding transportation projects.

7

Long-Range
Statewide
Transportation
Plan

The official, statewide, multimodal
transportation plan covering no less than 20
years developed through the statewide
transportation planning processes.

Long-Range
Transportation
Plan
(synonymous
with MTP)

A document resulting from regional or
statewide collaboration and consensus on a
region’s or state’s transportation system, and
serving as the defining vision for the region’s
or state’s transportation systems and
services.

Metropolitan
Planning Area

Metropolitan
Planning
Organization

Metropolitan
Statistical
Areas

Metropolitan
Transportation
Plan

The geographic area determined by
agreement between the metropolitan
planning organization (MPO) for the area and
the Governor, in which the metropolitan
transportation planning process is carried
out.
An MPO is a forum for cooperative
transportation decision-making for
metropolitan planning areas. To be
designated, an MPO an urban area must have
a population of at least 50,000 as defined by
the US Census Bureau.
Are Core Based Statistical Areas (CBSAs)
associated with at least one urbanized area
that has a population of at least 50,000. The
metropolitan statistical area comprises the
central county or counties or equivalent
entities containing the core, plus adjacent
outlying counties having a high degree of
social and economic integration with the
central county or counties as measured
through commuting.
The official multimodal transportation plan
addressing no less than a 20-year planning
horizon that is developed, adopted, and
updated by the MPO through the
metropolitan transportation planning
process. The most recent MTP, “Momentum
2040,” was adopted January 19, 2016. The
plan can be viewed on the MPO website at:
http://www.jonesboro.org/191/MetropolitanPlanning-Organization
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Moving Ahead
for Progress in
the 21st
Century

Manual of
Uniform Traffic
Control Devices

National
Ambient Air
Quality
Standards
National
Environmental
Policy Act of
1969

National
Freight
Program
(policy)

National
Highway
Performance
Program

The Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st
Century Act (P.L. 112-141), was signed into
law by President Obama on July 6, 2012.
Funding surface transportation programs at
over 105 billion for fiscal years (FY) 2013 and
2014, MAP-21 is the first long-term highway
authorization enacted since 2005. MAP-21
creates a streamlined and performance-based
surface transportation program and builds on
many of the highway, transit, bike, and
pedestrian programs and policies established
in 1991.
The Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices for Streets and Highways, or MUTCD
defines the standards used by road managers
nationwide to install and maintain traffic
control devices on all public streets,
highways, bikeways, and private roads open
to public travel. The MUTCD is published by
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
under 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR),
Part 655, Subpart F
Federal standards that set allowable
concentrations and exposure limits for
various pollutants.
Established requirements that any project
using federal funding or requiring federal
approval, including transportation projects,
examine the effects of proposed and
alternative choices on the environment before
a federal decision is made.
Establishes a policy to improve the condition
and performance of the national freight
network to provide the foundation for the
United States to compete in the global
economy and achieve goals related to
economic competitiveness and efficiency.
The NHPP provides support for the condition
and performance of the National Highway
System (NHS), for the construction of new
facilities on the NHS.
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National
Highway
Performance
Program
(Bridge)

Reconstruction, resurfacing, restoration,
rehabilitation, or preservation of a bridge on
a non-NHS Federal-aid highway (if Interstate
System and NHS Bridge Condition provision
requirements are satisfied) [23 U.S.C. 119(i)]

National
Highway
System

This system of highways designated and
approved in accordance with the provisions
of 23 U.S.C. 103b). (23CFR500)

Nonattainment
Area

Northeast
Arkansas
Regional
Transportation
Planning
Commission

Northeast
Arkansas
Transit

Planning and
Research

Public
Participation
Plan

A geographic region of the United States that
has been designated by the EPA as a
nonattainment area under section 107 of the
CAA for any pollutants for which an NAAQS
exists, meaning that federal air quality
standards are not being met.
The Northeast Arkansas Regional
Transportation Planning Commission
(N.A.R.T.P.C.) is the designated MPO for the
Jonesboro Metropolitan Planning Area.
Formerly the Jonesboro MPO, the
organization was renamed the Northeast
Arkansas Regional Transportation Planning
Commission in November 2017.
Northeast Arkansas Transit (NEAT) has been
providing affordable, rural transportation
since October of 2012 in Northeast Arkansas.
NEAT can transport for the following needs:
shopping, medical, employment, education as
well as many others.
FTA funding categories targeted to state and
national planning and research

The Public Participation Plan of the MPO was
adopted February 18, 2014 and it ensures
that the public has the opportunity to
participate by using a number of approaches
for reaching out to organizations and
individuals through media outlets,
newspapers, the Internet, social media and
flyers to raise awareness of issues, to schedule
meetings, and to provide opportunities and
outlets for review and comments.
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Safe, Efficient,
Transportation
Equity Act: A
Legacy for
Users
SingleOccupancy
Vehicle
Strategic
Highway Safety
Plan

Statewide
Transportation
Improvement
Program

Surface
Transportation
Block Grant
Program
Surface
Transportation
Program

Technical
Advisory
Committee

TIGER

SAFETEA-LU authorized the federal surface
transportation programs for highways,
highway safety, and transit for the 5-year
period 2005-2009.
Any motor vehicle not meeting the
established occupancy requirement of a HOV
lane.
This is a statewide-coordinated safety plan
that provides a comprehensive framework for
reducing highway fatalities and serious
injuries on all public roads.
The STIP is a statewide prioritized
listing/program of transportation projects
covering a period of four years that is
consistent with the long-range statewide
transportation plan, metropolitan
transportation plans, and TIPs, and required
for projects to be eligible for funding under
title 23 U.S.C. and title 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53
The STBG promotes flexibility in State and
local transportation decisions and provides
flexible funding to best address State and
local transportation needs.
Federal-aid highway funding program that
supports a broad range of surface
transportation capital needs, including many
roads, transit, sea and airport access,
vanpool, bike, and pedestrian facilities.
The Technical Advisory Committee provides
technical expertise to the Transportation
Policy Committee by reviewing and
recommending revisions to the planning
process, data collection activities, forecasts,
the intergovernmental agreement, the UPWP,
the TIP and the MTP.
The Transportation Investment Generating
Economic Recovery, or TIGER Discretionary
Grant program, provides a unique
opportunity for the DOT to invest in road,
rail, transit and port projects that promise to
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achieve national objectives. (Definition
taken from USDOTwww.transportation.gov/tiger/about)

Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act
of 1964

Transit
Oriented
Development

Transportation
Alternatives
Program

Transportation
Demand
Management
Transportation
Equity Act for
21st Century

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race,
sex, color, age, national origin, religion or
disability from any program receiving federal
assistance.
Transit-oriented development, or TOD, is a
type of community development that includes
a mixture of housing, office, retail and/or
other amenities integrated into a walkable
neighborhood and located within a half-mile
of quality public transportation. (Definition
taken from Reconnecting Americawww.reconnectingamerica.org.)
The Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st
Century Act (MAP-21) authorized the
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)
to provide funding for programs and projects
defined as transportation alternatives,
including on- and off-road pedestrian and
bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for
improving non-driver access to public
transportation and enhanced mobility,
community improvement activities, and
environmental mitigation.
Programs designed to reduce demand for
transportation through various means, such
as the use of public transit and of alternative
work hours.
Legislated in 1998, TEA-21 authorized
approximately $217 billion in federal funding
for transportation investment for FYs 19982003. Used for highway, transit, and other
surface transportation programs.
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Transportation
Improvement
Program

A TIP is a prioritized listing/program of
transportation projects covering a period of
four years that is developed and formally
adopted by an MPO as part of the
metropolitan transportation planning
process, consistent with the metropolitan
transportation plan, and required for projects
to be eligible for funding under title 23 U.S.C.
and title 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53.

Transportation
Management
Area

An urbanized area with a population over
200,000 (as determined by the latest
decennial census) or other area when TMA
designation is requested by the Governor and
the MPO (or affected local officials), and
officially designated by the Administrators of
the FHWA and FTA. The TMA designation
applies to the entire metropolitan planning
area.

Transportation
Performance
Management

FHWA defines Transportation Performance
Management as a strategic approach that
uses system information to make investment
and policy decisions to achieve national
performance goals.

Transportation
Policy
Committee

Transportation
Research Board

Travel Model
Improvement
Program

The Transportation Policy Committee
provides policy direction for the MPO by
approving the Unified Planning Work
Program (UPWP), the Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP), the
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP),
and local transportation projects that receive
federal funding.
The mission of the Transportation Research
Board (TRB) is to promote innovation and
progress in transportation through research.
TMIP supports and empowers planning
agencies through leadership, innovation and
support of planning analysis improvements
to provide better information to support
transportation and planning decisions.
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Unified
Planning Work
Program

Union Pacific
Railroad

United States
Code

Urbanized Area

Vehicle Miles
Traveled

UPWP means a Scope of Services identifying
the planning priorities and activities to be
carried out within a metropolitan planning
area. At a minimum, a UPWP includes a
description of planning work and resulting
products, who will perform the work, time
frames for completing the work, the cost of
the work, and the source(s) of funds.
Union Pacific Corporation (NYSE:UNP) is
one of America's leading transportation
companies. Its principal operating company,
Union Pacific Railroad, is North America's
premier railroad franchise, covering 23 states
across the western two-thirds of the United
States.
The codification by subject matter of the
general and permanent laws of the United
States.
A statistical geographic entity delineated by
the Census Bureau, consisting of densely
settled census tracts and blocks and adjacent
densely settled territory that together contain
at least 50,000 people.
Vehicle miles of travel or vehicle miles
traveled (VMT) is defined by the U.S.
government as a measurement of miles
traveled by vehicles within a specified region
for a specified time period. (Definition taken
from Wikipedia)
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Appendix A

List of Acronyms
3-C
AASHTO
ACS
ADA
ALOP
ARDOT
A-STATE
ATC
ATP
BEA
BLS
BNSF
BTS
CAA
CAC
CBSA
CFR
CMAQ
CMP
CTPP
CS
CVS
DOT
EAPDD
EIS
EPA
FAA
FAST
FHWA
FTA
FTA-5305
FTA-5307
FTA-5310
FTA-5311
FTA-5339
FY
FFY
GIS
HOV
HSIP
HUD
IHS
I/M
ISTEA

Continuing, Cooperative, and Comprehensive Planning Process
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials
American Community Survey
Americans with Disabilities Act
Annual Listing of Obligated Projects
Arkansas Department of Transportation
Arkansas State University
Active Transportation Committee
Active Transportation Plan
Bureau of Economic Analysis
Bureau of Labor Statistics
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway
Bureau of Transportation Statistics
Clean Air Act as amended in 1990
Citizen Advisory Committee
Core Based Statistical Areas
Code of Federal Regulations
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program
Congestion Management Process
Census Transportation Planning Products
Complete Streets
Community Values Survey
Department of Transportation
East Arkansas Planning and Development District
Environmental Impact Statement
Environmental Protection Agency
Federal Aviation Administration
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act
Federal Highway Administration
Federal Transit Administration
Consolidated Planning Program (MPO)
Capital and Operating Assistance for Transit in Urbanized Areas
Capital Assistance for Transit for Elderly and Disabled
Capital and Operating Assistance for transit in Rural Area
Bus and Bus Facilities < 200,000; Bus and Bus Facilities Rural Areas
Fiscal Year
Federal Fiscal Year
Geographic Information System
High-Occupancy Vehicle
Highway Safety Improvement Program
Department of Housing and Urban Development
Interstate Highway System
Inspection and Maintenance
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991
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ITS
JATS
JET
LRTP
LRSTP
LOS
MAP-21
MPA
MPO
MSA
MTP
MUTCD
NAA
NAAQS
NARTPC
NEAT
NEPA
NFP
NHPP
NHPP (BR)
NHS
PPP
SAFETEALU
SHSP
SOV
STBGP
STIP
STP
TAC
TAP
TDM
TEA-21
TIGER
TIP
TITLE VI
TMA
TMIP
TOD
TPC
TPM
TRB
UA
UPRR
UPWP
U.S.C.
US DOT
VMT

Intelligent Transportation Systems
Jonesboro Area Transportation Study
Jonesboro Economical Transportation System
Long-Range Transportation Plan (synonymous with MTP)
Long-Range Statewide Transportation Plan
Level of Service
Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century
Metropolitan Planning Area
Metropolitan Planning Organization
Metropolitan Statistical Area
Metropolitan Transportation Plan
Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices
Nonattainment Area
National Ambient Air Quality Standards
Northeast Arkansas Regional Transportation Planning Commission
Northeast Arkansas Transit
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
National Freight Program
National Highway Performance Program
National Highway Performance Program (Bridge)
National Highway System
Public Participation Plan
Safe, Efficient, Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users
Strategic Highway Safety Plan
Single-Occupancy Vehicle
Surface Transportation Block Grant Program
Statewide Transportation Improvement Program
Surface Transportation Program
Technical Advisory Committee
Transportation Alternatives Program
Transportation Demand Management
Transportation Equity Act for 21st Century
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery Discretionary Grant
Transportation Improvement Program
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
Transportation Management Area
Travel Model Improvement Program
Transit Oriented Development
Transportation Policy Committee
Transportation Performance Management
Transportation Research Board
Urbanized Area
Union Pacific Railroad
Unified Planning Work Program
United States Code
United States Department of Transportation
Vehicle Miles Traveled
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