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ONESBORO METROPOLITAN
PLANNING ORGANIZATION
City of Bay
City of Bono
City of Brookland
City of Jonesboro
Craighead County
Jonesboro Economical Transportation System
Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department
Federal Highway Administration
Federal Transit Administration

August 8, 2017
RE:

Technical Advisory Committee Meeting of August 15th, 2017

Dear Committee Members:
The agenda for the upcoming meeting of the Jonesboro Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Technical Advisory
Committee is attached. The meeting will be held at 10:00 a.m., on Tuesday, August 15th, 2017 in the First Floor
Conference Room of the Municipal Building located at 300 S. Church Street in Jonesboro.
As always, all stakeholders to the regional transportation planning process are welcome to attend this meeting. Those in
attendance are encouraged to speak on any matter related to transportation planning whether it is on the current
agenda or not. Please call the MPO staff office at (870) 933-4623 if you have questions or comments.
Sincerely,

Erica Tait
MPO Director

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
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ONESBORO METROPOLITAN
PLANNING ORGANIZATION
MPO TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
Jonesboro Municipal Center, 300 S. Church Street, Jonesboro, Arkansas
August 15th, 2017, 10:00 a.m.
Members of the audience will be provided an opportunity to speak at the conclusion of the meeting, or as otherwise specified by the Chairperson of
the Technical Advisory Committee. It is requested that presentations be limited to three minutes, and that members of the audience identify
themselves and state their point as briefly as possible when addressing the Committee.
Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact the Metropolitan
Planning Organization office (Tel # (870) 933-4623) 48 hours in advance of the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

1. Chair of the Technical Advisory Committee to Call the Meeting to Order
2. Introductions
3. Approval of Joint Meeting Minutes of June 8th, 2017
4. Staff Updates
A. MPO Branding/Marketing
I.
MPO Logo Design Development
a. Action required; recommendation to TPC for approval/adoption
B. My Healthy Jonesboro Coalition (Aggie Road Walk Audit)
I.
Aggie Road Pop Up Event
C. Active Transportation Plan Development
I.
Public Engagement
II.
Plan Draft for Public Comment
D. APER FY2017

5. Old Business
A. Standing Proxy
B. STEP Innovation/STIC Application
C. TIP Projects Update
6. New Business
A. MOU Amendment
a. Action required; recommendation to TPC for approval/adoption
B. Performance Measures Spreadsheet
C. FY 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
7. Public Comments
8. Adjournment
Contact Lists (Emails, Faxes, and Postal Mail Addresses): Please update your information and give us
the addresses of those you would like to be on the MPO mailing list.
300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
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Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Joint Committee Meeting Minutes
Date

June 8, 2017

Location

First Floor Conference Room
Jonesboro Municipal Center
300 South Church Street
Jonesboro, AR 72401

Time

11:00 a.m.

Opening

Chairman John Street (TPC) called the joint committee meeting to order at 11:03 a.m.
on June 8, 2017 in the first floor conference room of the Jonesboro Municipal Center.
Quorums of both committees were present.

Roll Call

Those in attendance are listed in below.

Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) Members

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Members

Council Member John Street (Chair)
Mayor Harold Perrin
Mayor Dan Shaw
Mayor Kenneth Jones
Mayor Darrell Kirby
Judge Ed Hill
Paul Simms
David Pierce (Proxy for Brad Smithee)

William Hall (Chair)
Paul Simms (Proxy for Emmily Tiampati)
Craig Light
Duane Harvey
George Jackson
Jeff Mansker
Michael Black
Sean Stem
Valera McDaniel
Bill Smith
Derrel Smith

Staff
Erica Tait
Cecelie Cochran
Cade Howard
Others
Harold Carter
Frank Plucinski
Keith Inman
Hailey Knight
Mark Nichols
Mike Foster
Pamela Alexander
Jack Grimes
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Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meeting of May 2, 2017 were reviewed by the
members. Cecelie pointed out that Derrel Smith’s name is highlighted in the Approval of Minutes
section for that date because of uncertainty among MPO staff regarding which member made the initial
motion to approve the minutes of February 7, 2017. George Jackson made the motion to approve the
minutes from May 2, 2017 as written; the motion was seconded by Bill Smith. The minutes were
approved unanimously.
The minutes of the Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) meeting on May 16, 2017 were reviewed by
the members. Mayor Kenneth Jones made the motion to approve the minutes as written; the motion
was seconded by Paul Simms. The minutes were approved unanimously.
Introductions
Those in attendance introduced themselves.
Announcements
Erica notified members that the meeting dates for the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and the
Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) have changed for the month of August 2017. She announced
that the next scheduled TAC meeting will be held on August 15, 2017 at 10:00 am, and the next
scheduled TPC meeting will be held on August 29, 2017 at 10:00 am. Erica stated that MPO staff will be
emailing calendar invites to committee members to reflect the newly revised meeting dates.
Staff Updates
1. Administrative Topics
a. Standing Proxy
Erica informed the joint committee that Mayor Shaw has recommended that members of
the TPC designate a standing proxy to attend scheduled committee meetings in their
absence, and, if necessary, vote on their behalf. Mayor Shaw explained that this
recommendation stems from the challenge of maintaining the presence of a quorum due to
unpredictable weather and/or scheduling conflicts of TPC members. Erica further advised
members that a quorum represents 51% of the TPC, and that no particular jurisdiction
within the MPO can comprise the majority vote of the committee. John Street agreed with
the recommendation, and stated that a proxy has been beneficial to the TPC in the past.
Erica stated that all members of the joint committee are welcome to designate a proxy. She
asked all members to submit the name and email address of their selectee to Cecelie as
soon as possible, so that they can receive updates and notifications regarding upcoming
committee meeting dates.
b. Committee Membership
Erica notified members that she has spoken with Michael Black, Transit Director of JET,
regarding recommendations for the appointment of a new representative of the JET
Community Advisory Board (CAB) to the TPC. She reported that a quorum was not present
at the previous meeting of the JET CAB, but she hopes to have a new appointment by the
next scheduled JET CAB meeting. Erica reminded the committee that, in accordance with
federal legislation, a member of the local transit board must be included as a voting
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member of the TPC. She stated that she will provide members of the TPC with an update
regarding the appointment of a new JET CAB representative at the next committee meeting
in August 2017.
Erica informed members of the TAC that John Caufield has been appointed to the
committee as the new Railroad Representative for BNSF Railroad Co. She said that she has
confirmed John Caufield’s interest in attending committee meetings, but he has not yet
been able to make an appearance. Additionally, she alerted TAC members that the search
for the appointment of a new Freight Representative is still ongoing. She stated that the
contact recommended by Mayor Shaw declined interest in the appointment at this time.
Erica asked members to continue to submit recommendations for Freight Representative to
MPO staff. Mayor Shaw commented that recommendations for Freight Representative
should include personnel from package delivery services/logistics such as UPS and/or FedEx.
He stated that he would submit contact information for new recommendations to MPO staff
as soon as possible.
c. Finance Update
Erica provided members of the joint committee with an update regarding the MPO budget
for FY 2017. She pointed out that the budget for FY2017 is $173, 600.53, and, as of April
2017, the MPO has spent a total of $114, 583.96. Erica announced that the MPO has
received all local match dues. She estimated that the MPO will have spent 80% or less of
the current budget by the conclusion of FY 2017, which is June 30, 2017. Erica attributed
this estimation to changes in staff employment status and MPO funding contributions to the
previously approved JET study, which will be carried over to FY 2018. She also advised
members that the MPO has spent a total of $330.00 on meals for members of the Joint
Committee and the Working Meetings of the TAC.
d. Planning Calendar/UPWP Tasks
Erica presented committee members with a calendar displaying the revision schedule and
status of all MPO plans. She explained that the calendar is updated routinely, and that all
plans have been categorized according to subject matter as either MPO Process
Agreements, MPO Administrative/Procedural Documents, or MPO Planning Documents.
Erica pointed out that the highlighted portions of the calendar are organizational plans that
MPO staff will be working to develop and/or update in FY 2018.
Erica provided members with copies of a document displaying the administrative tasks for
MPO staff, which are currently outlined in both the FY 2017 and the FY 2018 Unified
Planning Work Program (UPWP). She explained to the joint committee that the tasks listed
under the FY 2017 UPWP have already been completed and/or accomplished by MPO staff,
and that the items listed under the FY 2018 UPWP are those tasks that are either in progress
or upcoming in the new fiscal year. She asked committee members to review the listing,
and submit any feedback regarding the inclusion of additional tasks to MPO staff.

2. Active Transportation Plan (ATP)
Erica provided joint committee members with a status update regarding the draft development of
the ATP. She presented members with copies of a chart displaying the Goals & Objectives of the
ATP, as well as outlines of short, mid, and long-term strategies and targets that have been identified
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by the ATC to aid in the accomplishment of those specified goals. Erica stated that much of the
strategies and targets outlined in the ATP will require implementation and/or engagement by the
cities/county included in the MPO, as well as MPO staff and local citizens/community organizations.
She asserted that the ATC is currently comprised of various representatives from the
aforementioned groups. Paul Simms inquired about the reasoning behind the ATC’s suggestion that
at least 2 out of 5 jurisdictions adopt certain listed targets within the ATP. Erica responded by
explaining that it is the hope of the MPO that all cities under its jurisdiction will fully adopt and
implement the ATP. However, she stated that there is a strong possibility that some of the local
jurisdictions may not be able to fulfill particular strategies/targets outlined in the ATP due to
limitations in available staff and/or funding. Paul Simms encouraged local jurisdictions to increase
their adoption and/or support of bicycle plans and routes within the region. He affirmed that such
actions would help boost AHTD’s dedication to providing necessary road accommodations and/or
treatments for cyclists on the state highway system in the MPO area.
3. STEP Innovation/STIC Funding Application
Erica reminded joint committee members that the Transportation Innovation Council (STIC) has
outlined five transportation innovations for potential institution by the state of Arkansas, one of
which being the Safe Transportation for Every Pedestrian (STEP) innovation. She provided the
committee with a summary description of the STEP innovation, and informed members that she has
been working with the Council and Casey Covington of Metroplan to identify potential locations of
un-signalized intersections to one or more pilot innovations prescribed to help boost pedestrian
safety. Erica reiterated that four locations have been selected for the possible implementation of a
STEP demonstration. She clarified that two of the locations are in Jonesboro (Johnson Avenue and
North Church St.), and the other two are located in Central Arkansas (Cantrell Road and a corridor
on Old Highway 5). Erica stated that she and Casey have been working in conjunction with Scott
Bowles of the Arkansas Division for the Federal Highway Administration to complete and submit a
joint application for incentive funding from STIC to conduct a specialized study of those selected unsignalized intersections. She said that the purpose of the study will be to identify the
most effective safety countermeasure(s) for those particular locations, which will allow them to
apply for specific aid funding. Erica advised members that Casey Covington of Metroplan is of the
opinion that his Policy Board will be in agreement with the proposal to split the local match dues for
the STIC study with the MPO if funding. She explained that the total cost of the study will not be
available until the application has been submitted. Erica stated that will provide members with an
update regarding the status of the STIC application/study at the upcoming meeting in August 2017.
Old Business
1. FY 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP)
Paul informed members of the joint committee that the FY 2018-2021 STIP list is still in progress,
and that there are no updates at this time. Erica stated that she will notify committee members
accordingly of any changes in the status of the FY 2018-2021 STIP.
2. ASU Strategic Plan Recommendations for MPO Marketing/Name Change
Erica presented committee members with a summary of the MPO Strategic Plan, which was
presented to MPO staff on May 9, 2017 by students from the ASU College of Business. She
explained that, due to the length and content of the ASU Strategic Plan, the MPO has chosen to
specifically focus on increasing opportunities for marketing/promotion. Erica stated that the
Strategic Plan summary includes those students’ recommendations regarding new suggestions for
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the MPO name, mission statement, tagline, and logo. She displayed a list of the MPO name
recommendations from both the CAC and ASU students to committee members along with a listing
of the suggested taglines for the MPO. Mayor Perrin stated that “Jonesboro” should be removed
from the MPO name, and that “Northeast Arkansas Regional Planning Commission” would be more
comprehensive of all current and future local jurisdictions under the MPO. Bill Smith made the
motion to recommend to the TPC that the name of the MPO be changed to “Northeast Arkansas
Regional Transportation Planning Commission”; the motion was seconded by Duane Harvey. The
motion was approved unanimously. Mayor Perrin made the motion to change the name of the MPO
to “Northeast Arkansas Regional Transportation Planning Commission”; the motion was seconded
by Mayor Kirby. The motion was approved unanimously. Craig Light made the motion to
recommend to the TPC that the MPO adopt the tagline “Transportation for Life”; the motion was
seconded by Michael Black. The motion was approved unanimously. Mayor Kirby made the motion
to adopt the MPO tagline “Transportation for Life”; the motion was seconded by Mayor Shaw. The
motion was approved unanimously. Members of the joint committee agreed with Mayor Perrin that
the MPO should continue to conduct marketing research and/or consult with members of the CAC
regarding the development of new logo that is inclusive of all modes of transportation.
New Business
1. Performance Measures Update
Erica provided members with copies of the official Fact Sheets of the FHWA regarding transportation
performance measures for review. She informed the joint committee that the MPO is in the process
of creating its own version of the spreadsheets, which will detail the federal requirements for
performance measures and the MPO’s support of the state’s targets. Erica stated that the
spreadsheets will be available to committee members in August 2017.
2. FY 2016-2020 TIP Project Design Plans Presentation
Mark Nichols presented joint committee members with handouts containing the design plans for
upcoming TIP highway projects within the MPO region. Those projects include the following:
Construction of the Highway 18 overpass, intersection improvements at Highway 18 and Caraway
Road, intersection improvements at Highway 63 and Highway 49, intersection improvements and
sidewalk construction at Highway 18 and Main Street, intersection improvements at Highway 49
(Parker Road), the widening of Harrisburg Road, the construction of the Airport Road overpass, and
the extension/widening of Commerce Drive. Mark provided members with updates regarding the
status in plan design development, proposed treatments/improvements, and estimated timeframes
for construction of those specified projects. He clarified that the projects he presented are all
outlined in the current FY 2016-2021 STIP/TIP, and are scheduled to be funded through that plan as
well. Mark announced to the joint committee that there will be a public input meeting on July 11,
2017 at 4:00 p.m. at Nettleton High School regarding the proposed project for the
extension/widening of Commerce Drive.

Public Comments
Erica provided members of the joint committee with copies of the Technical Memorandum from the
Aggie Road Walk Audit, which was conducted in January of 2017. She explained that the University of
Arkansas Cooperative Extension Office has collaborated with the Arkansas Coalition for Obesity
Prevention and the Arkansas Department of Health to create local coalitions that seek to address health
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issues/benefits related to active transportation and the built environment. Erica stated that Aggie Road
was identified by the My Healthy Jonesboro Coalition as a critical corridor for the initial walk audit due
to its connection of ASU to downtown Jonesboro. She said that the technical memo includes
recommendations for the COJ that could help improve/enhance Aggie Road. Erica advised the
committee that the next step for the My Healthy Jonesboro Coalition is to schedule a pop up event on
Aggie Road, which will help citizens visualize proposed changes to the existing area. She stated that the
coalition intends to schedule the pop up in conjunction with an ASU home football game in order to
generate maximum public participation.
Adjournment
Mayor Jones made the motion to adjourn; the motion was seconded by Mayor Kirby. The meeting
adjourned at 12:24 p.m.

