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Performance Measures Update
The information in this document reflects an amendment (Amendment III) to the MTP with regard to
federal performance measures/targets concerning Safety and Transit Asset Management as established by
the Jonesboro Economical Transit System (JET) and the Arkansas Department of Transportation
(ARDOT).

Performance Based Planning
Federal legislation outlined in both MAP-21 and the 2015 FAST Act stipulate that all state Departments
of Transportation (DOTs) and Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) are required to incorporate
performance measures in the transportation planning process in order to maintain receipt of federal
planning funds. The purpose of enacting performance-based planning is to allow for the identification
and correction of challenges to the existing surface transportation system. All DOTs and MPOs must
establish performance targets to address the given national performance goals/measures outlined by the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and work to meet those targets through the selection of
significant transportation improvement projects. The N.A.R.T.P.C. intends to fulfill the federal
requirements by collaborating with FHWA, ARDOT, and JET regarding the establishment of
performance targets through collecting, analyzing, and monitoring available data to aid in the
recommendation and/or selection of transportation and transit improvement projects that could help
enhance the overall safety, functionality, connectivity, and accessibility of the region’s current
transportation system. Such processes and projects regarding the listed performance goals/measures will
be documented in all updated N.A.R.T.P.C. long- and short-term transportation plans. The MTP shall
include, to the maximum extent practicable, a discussion of the performance measures and targets used
in assessing the performance of the transportation system (Ref: 23 CFR 450.324) (f) (3)). The MPO
routinely maintains the process of setting/adopting targets and gathering the required data to develop
baselines by which to evaluate future performance. Once the baselines are established and the targets
adopted, the MPO will be able to develop the required system evaluation report (Ref: CFR 450.324 (f)
(4)) and include in it the MTP document.
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SAFETY
Of the seven national performance goals, Safety was the first to be implemented. Safety performance based planning requirements began
May 27, 2018 for MPOs. Rather than setting safety targets, the N.A.R.T.P.C. elected to support ARDOT’s safety targets as published in the
Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP). In 2017, and pursuant to 23 USC 148, ARDOT developed its Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP)1,
which established safety performance targets for the state of Arkansas. The SHSP integrates the four “E’s”-engineering, education,
enforcement, and emergency services. It is a performance-based, data-driven, comprehensive plan that establishes statewide goals,
objectives, and strategies to address safety in Arkansas. ARDOT worked with various stakeholders, including the N.A.R.T.P.C., as part of its
target setting process. The targets established in the SHSP address the five safety performance measures determined to significantly reduce
the number and rate of fatal and serious injury crashes, including non-motorized, on all public roads. ARDOT develops annual performance
targets to support the SHSP goals in accordance with federal legislation. Safety projects included within the TIP/STIP were identified
through a data-driven process, and are in conformance with the HSIP requirements. The data-driven process includes:
 Evaluation of the safety performance of an area
 Identification of appropriate countermeasures that would address one or more SHSP primary emphasis areas
 Determination of benefits vs. cost
The projects are intended to have a positive effect on the State’s highway safety performance, moving toward achievement of the
performance goals outlined in the SHSP. Project evaluation is conducted annually through the HSIP report.2
Federally mandated performance measures are:
 Number of fatalities
 Fatality rate
 Number of serious injuries
 Serious injury rate
 Number of non-motorized fatalities and serious injuries
Since that time, the N.A.R.T.P.C. has continued to support the annual statewide safety targets established by ARDOT through the SHSP. In
addition to the selection of the transportation projects currently outlined in this plan, the N.A.R.T.P.C. has also maintained corresponding
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http://www.arkansashighways.com/Trans_Plan_Policy/traffic_safety/2017_SHSP_Final.pdf
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/reports/pdf/2017/ar.pdf
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plans/documents, such as an MPO level Safety Action Plan, to help identify/monitor critical corridor areas and outline safety
recommendations that could help reinforce support for fatal and serious injury crash reduction within the region.

TRANSIT ASSET MANAGEMENT (TAM)
Additionally, Transit Asset Management (TAM) was the next federal performance measure set to be implemented by MPOs in October 2018.
The TAM requires that all public transportation capital assets (equipment, facilities, and infrastructure) within the MPO region, as well as
throughout the state, be inventoried and monitored in order to achieve and maintain a “state of good repair,” which will help improve safety
and increase the reliability and performance of the current transit system. The TAM plans also assists agencies in identifying rolling stock,
equipment, and facility needs based on the identified performance targets. In September 2018, ARDOT developed the Statewide Transit
Asset Management Plan for all rural transit agencies around the state.3 At that same time, the Jonesboro Economical Transit System (JET),
completed development and implementation of the TAM Plan for the MPO region.4 The N.A.R.T.P.C remains in support of any and all
efforts made by JET and the state of Arkansas to accomplish the TAM targets outlined in the TAM plan.
Federally mandated performance measure is:
 Useful Life Benchmark (ULB)

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION AGENCY SAFETY PLAN (PTASP)
As a recipient of FTA Section 5307 funding in compliance with 49 CFR Part 673, the Jonesboro Economical Transit System (JET) collaborated
with the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) in July 2020 to develop the Public Transportation Agency Safety Plan (PTASP) for
the Jonesboro metropolitan area. 5 The PTASP establishes safety targets for the following measures concerning fixed-route and demand
response operations for region:
 Fatalities
 Rate of Fatalities
 Injuries
 Rate of Injuries
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https://www.arkansashighways.com/public_transportation/ARDOT%20TAM%20Plan%20Final%2009272018.pdf
https://www.jonesboro.org/DocumentCenter/View/7200/JET-Transit-Asset-Management-Plan
5 https://www.jonesboro.org/DocumentCenter/View/7198/JET-Public-Transportation-Agency-Safety-Plan_7222020
4
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 Safety Events
 Rate of Safety Events
 System Reliability
The purpose of the PTASP is to help transit providers ensure that safety is the foremost concern in every aspect of service delivery involving
public transportation. The N.A.R.T.P.C is in support of any and all efforts made by JET and the state of Arkansas to accomplish the safety
targets outlined in the PTASP for the metropolitan area.

